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1 Peter 4:10 As  every  man  hath  received  the gift, even so minister the same one to 

another,  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God. 

I. INTRODUCTION   

Few things are as rewarding as responding to the needs of others. An important step toward 

joyful Christian living is giving your life in service to others. Sharing your life in ministry 

spiritually strengthens you and those served.  

Biblical Christianity is based upon two great commandments. 

1) …Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 

thy mind. Matthew 22:37 

2) Love your neighbor as yourself Matthew 22:39 
 

A. Transforming ministry demands love in action. 

A Christian’s love for God finds full expression through loving and serving others. 

Believers manifest genuine love for God when they actively minister to others. Saying to 

God, “I love you” is good but loving God requires more than words.  

1John 3.18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 

in truth.  

Jesus sacrifice made love tangible and visible. Likewise, scripture teaches us that 

Christians should demonstrate love in a sacrificial and active manner. Active expressions 

of Christian love are foundational for effective Christian ministry.  

1John 3.17 But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and 

shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?   

B. Ministry is every Believer’s Responsibility  

People often think the term ministry applies to a special group of people, including 

church leaders, pastors, teachers, and evangelists. However, the New Testament teaches 

something very different. The word ministry is used to translate the Greek term diakonia. 

Diakonia refers to a compassionate love and response to those in need. In the first century 

church, this word generally included all ministry areas of the church. Thus, Christian 

service conducted by anyone in the church was viewed as ministry. This view of ministry 

should encourage all believers to seek meaningful ministry within the local church.  

There is a diversity of ministering gifts in the church but ONE spirit. 
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1Corinthians 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are 

differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 

Ministering gifts have a variety of operations; “God works all of them in all men.” This 

opens up special gifting to everyone. There is a place for me! 

1Corinthians 12:6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 

worketh all in all.  

1Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 

withal. 

C. Like our human bodies, the body of Christ (the church) has many different kinds of 

members God values the variety of personalities and giftings in His church.   

1Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 

members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  

1Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 

Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 

Spirit.  

1Corinthians 12:14 For the body is not one member, but many. 

• We must never think that because we do not have a ministry like someone else, 

we are not important. 

1Corinthians 12.15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; 

is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am 

not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where 

were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 

• God uniquely arranges gifts and ministry given to individuals  

1Corinthians 12.18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as 

it hath pleased him. 19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 

• God uses a variety of people and gifts for balance and wholeness in the body of 

Christ  

1Corinthians 12.21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 

again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22 Nay, much more those members of 

the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23 And those members of the 

body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
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honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely 

parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more 

abundant honour to that part which lacked: 25 That there should be no schism in the 

body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 26 And whether 

one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the 

members rejoice with it. 

D. All of us should desire to help others through gifts or ministries God imparts to us.  

1Corinthians 12.27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28 And 

God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

Paul viewed a life of ministry as the spiritual birthright of every believer. He understood 

that ministry involves more than great teaching and preaching. Ministry was also 

practical, touching every area of human experience. Paul recognized a wide range of 

ministry efforts within various situations. 

II. THE PREREQUISITES FOR MINISTRY  

  
A. An effective minister must be called of God.   

1 Cor 1:26-29 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish 

things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 

world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and 

things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 

nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.   

 If you have been born again you are called to do a work for God!  

B. An effective minister must have faith in God.   

John 1:10-13 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 

him not. 11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12 But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 

on his name:  

John 14:12-14 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 

shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  

C. An effective minister must be obedient to God.   
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Luke 24:47-49 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 

name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 

Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.   

Matt 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 

of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 

me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 

cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess 

unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  

III. THE TRUE PASSION FOR MINISTRY   
A. Our passion for ministry must be fueled by our love for God.   

John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 

thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 

to them who are the called according to his purpose.    

1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him.    

B. Our passion for ministry must be fueled by our love for the gospel.   

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 

the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,    

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.    

1 Cor. 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is 

laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!    

Galatians 1:8-9 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 

you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9As we said before, 

so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 

received, let him be accursed.    

2 Thes. 1:8 8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 

not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:    
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C. Our passion for ministry must be fueled by our love for the people God has called us to 

serve.   

1 Thes. 2:7-8 But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: 

8.So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not 

the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.    

2 Cor. 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more 

abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.    

Galatians 5:13-14 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty 

for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14For all the law is fulfilled in 

one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.    

Ephes. 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 

the head, even Christ:    

1 John 3:16-18 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoso hath this world's good, 

and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 

dwelleth the love of God in him? 18My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 

tongue; but in deed and in truth.    

1 John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.   

IV. THE POWER OF GOD FOR MINISTRY   
A. God’s  Word  promises  supernatural  ability  for  those  who  are  called  to  minister.   

Daniel 11:32  And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by 

flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.   

Mark 16:17-20 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 

out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they 

drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 

heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached 

everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. 

Amen.   

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 

unto the uttermost part of the earth.   

1 Cor 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.    
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B. The original Apostolic  believers  used  God’s  power  to  minister.   

Acts 3:2-8  And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid 

daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 

into the temple; 3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 5 And he gave heed 

unto them, expecting to receive something of them. 6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold 

have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise 

up and walk. 7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his 

feet and ancle bones received strength. 8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 

entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.   

Acts 4:31-33 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 

assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the 

word of God with boldness. 32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 

and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was 

his own; but they had all things common. 33 And with great power gave the apostles 

witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.   

Acts 5:12-16 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought 

among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. 13 And of the 

rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them. 14 And believers 

were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 15 Insomuch that 

they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the 

least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. 16 There came 

also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 

them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.   

Luke 10:1, 17-19 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them 

two and two before his face 

into  every  city  and  place,  whither  he  himself  would  come…  17 And the seventy 

returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy 

name. 18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, 

I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.   

C. When we connect with the purpose of ministry God releases the power to minister.   

Luke 10:1-3 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two 

and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 2 

Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray 

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. 3 

Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.   
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Luke 10:8-9 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as 

are set before you: 9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom 

of God is come nigh unto you.   

Acts 6:1-8 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there 

arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were 

neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples 

unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve 

tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of 

the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying pleased 

the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a 

proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, 

they laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the 

disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were 

obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and 

miracles among the people.   

Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 

who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God 

was with him.   

Ecclesiastes 9:10  Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no 

work, nor device nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, wither thou goest.   

Colossians 3:22-24  Servant's, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not 

with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:   23. And 

whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  24. Knowing that of 

the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.   

Matthew 20:28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 

and to give his life a ransom for many.   

V. UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF MINISTRY   
A. The purpose of ministry is to edify the Church and encourage other believers.   

Eph 4:11-16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 

and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 

the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 

and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
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cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, 

may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the 

whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 

according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 

body unto the edifying of itself in love.   

Gal 6:1-2 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 

an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2 Bear ye 

one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.   

1 Cor 12:13-18 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 

or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not 

the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear shall say, 

Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the 

whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were 

the smelling? 18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it 

hath pleased him.   

B. The purpose of ministry is to evangelize the world and reach lost souls with the gospel.   

Matt 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 

in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe 

all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. Amen.   

Matt 5:13-16 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 

shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 

under foot of men. 14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 

hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 

and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.   

Acts 2:44-47 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And 

sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house 

to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and 

having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 

be saved.   

Acts 5:26-29 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: 

for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned. 27 And when they had 
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brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them, 28 

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, 

behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood 

upon us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 

rather than men.   

Acts 8:3-4 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and 

haling men and women committed them to prison. 4 Therefore they that were scattered 

abroad went every where preaching the word.   

2 Cor 4:3-7 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of 

this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5 For we preach not 

ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For 

God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we 

have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 

not of us.   

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 

answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 

and fear:   

C. The purpose of ministry is not self-fulfillment or self-promotion and advancement.   

Matt 20:20-28 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, 

worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 21 And he said unto her, What wilt 

thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right 

hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know 

not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized 

with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. 23 And he 

saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I 

am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it 

shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 24 And when the ten heard 

it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. 25 But Jesus called them 

unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, 

and they that are great exercise authority upon them. 26 But it shall not be so among 

you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27 And whosoever 

will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even as the Son of man came not to 

be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.   
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Matt 23:11-12 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And 

whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be 

exalted.   

Mark 10:35-37  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, 

Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 36 And he 

said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 37 They said unto him, Grant 

unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.   

2 Sam 15:1-4 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him chariots and 

horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside 

the way of the gate: and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the 

king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he 

said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom said unto him, See, thy 

matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 4 

Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which 

hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!   

Isa 14:12-16 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art 

thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in 

thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will 

sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend 

above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be brought 

down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, 

and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake 

kingdoms;  

Obad  4 Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the 

stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.  

VI. FINDING MY MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY   
A. God uses negative circumstances to create opportunities for ministry.   

Gen 39:20-23 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where 

the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison. 21 But the LORD was 

with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the 

prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that 

were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 23 The keeper of 

the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with 

him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.   

Gen 41:41-44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 

Egypt. 42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, 
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and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 43 And he 

made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the 

knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh said unto 

Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the 

land of Egypt.   

Judg 6:11-16 And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in 

Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by 

the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared 

unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 13 And 

Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen 

us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD 

bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the 

hands of the Midianites. 14 And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy 

might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? 

15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is 

poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 16 And the LORD said unto 

him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.   

2 Kings 5:1-3 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man 

with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto 

Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 2 And the Syrians had 

gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little 

maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my 

lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.   

Rev 1:9-10 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the 

kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word 

of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and 

heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,   

2 Cor 1:3-5 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 

may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 

ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 

consolation also aboundeth by Christ.   

B. God  uses  “insignificant”  needs  to  develop  ministry.   

1 Sam 16:11-12  And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, 

There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said 

unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 12 And he 
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sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and 

goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.   

1 Sam 17:17-18  And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah 

of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren; 18 And 

carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren 

fare, and take their pledge.   

1 Sam 17:32-37  And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy 

servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not 

able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man 

of war from his youth. 34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, 

and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out 

after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against 

me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36 Thy servant slew both the 

lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he 

hath defied the armies of the living God. 37 David said moreover, The LORD that 

delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 

out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with 

thee.   

Acts 6:3-8 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full 

of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will 

give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying 

pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 

Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas 

a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, 

they laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the 

disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were 

obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and 

miracles among the people.   

Acts 20:34-35 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 

necessities, and to them that were with me. 35 I have shewed you all things, how that so 

labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.    

C. God rewards our ministry efforts with greater opportunities to minister.   

Matt 25:20-30 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five 

talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside 

them five talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 

servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
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things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came 

and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other 

talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 

hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 

into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, 

Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and 

gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent 

in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.26 His lord answered and said unto him, 

Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 

where I have not strawed: 27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 

exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 28 Take 

therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 29 For unto 

every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath 

not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant 

into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

VII. CONCLUSION   
A. We must live with a true respect for the privilege of ministry.   

Eph 4:1-3 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 

vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 

forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace.   

2 Tim 4:5-8 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 

make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 

departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 

the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 

that love his appearing.     

Ministry is giving when you feel like keeping, Praying for others when you 

need to be prayed for, Feeding others when your own soul is hungry,  

Living  truth  even  when  you  can’t  see  results; Hurting with 

others  when  your  own  hurt  can’t  be  spoken, Keeping  your  word  when 

it’s  not  convenient,   And being faithful when your flesh wants to run away.    


